
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE - From the o�ce of the Governor
June 10, 2008
Contact:  860-524-7313

Governor M. Jodi Rell today joined executives from ice 
cream maker Celebration Foods, New Britain Mayor Tim 
Stewart and others for the grand opening of a 120,000-
square-foot, state-of-the-art production facility at the 
former Fafnir Bearing site.

The new facility is bringing 250 new jobs to the region and 
revitalizing a former brownfield site, returning once-
abandoned industrial property to the city’s active property 
tax rolls.

“This is a great day for New Britain and Connecticut,” Gover-
nor Rell said as the state endured the fourth day of unusu-
ally high temperatures and humidity. “In fact, as we look for 
an end to this miserable heat wave, I can’t think of anywhere I’d rather be than the grand opening of a new ice cream 
factory. However, when you think about the economic activity and job growth this project is bringing, I would be happy 
to be here in a January nor’easter, too!

“This is a prime example of the kind of smart growth we want to see everywhere in Connecticut,” the Governor said. 
“Not only are we adding jobs to the local economy, not only are we helping a major Connecticut company keep its 
operations in our state, by locating this facility on a former factory site we are helping local property taxpayers, preserv-
ing open space and virgin land elsewhere and putting economic development right in the middle of our cities, right 
where they – and their residents – need it most.”

Governor Rell praised the public-private partnership behind the development, which included the city, Celebration 
Foods, the state’s Department of Economic and Community Development and Department of Environmental Protec-
tion, Centerplan Development Corporation and the Connecticut Energy Efficiency Fund (CEEF) as well as Connecticut 
Light & Power (CL&P).

In particular, she noted the work by CEEF and CL&P that ensures the new production facility is as energy efficient as 
possible. Company officials say they expect to save over 1.2 million kilowatt-hours annually.

“This type of local, state and private investment partnership is precisely what I am promoting – here in New Britain and 
around our state,” Governor Rell said. “We do have to deal with a downturn in the national economy, but we also have 
to keep our eyes on the horizon. We must take every opportunity to position our state for growth. In fact, we want to 
be first out of the starting blocks when we start to see the economic recovery that always follows these down times.”
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